Caithness Biodiversity Group

Draft Minutes of Meeting

14 March 2007

Park Hotel, Thurso

Present: 
David Glass ( chair – DG), Janet Bromham (JB), Mary Legg (ML), Ken Butler (KB), Jonie Guest (JG), David Shaw (DS), Tom Sayles (TS), Angus Spirit (AS), Sarah Crowe, Lyndsey Duncan

Apologies:
Barbara Bremner, Kathleen MacDougall, Tony Bradford, Tim Cockerill, Phylida Sayles, David Brookfield.

1. Draft Minutes
Agreed as correct record from Business Meeting held on 19.01.2007 other than for the omission of AS from those present.

2. Actions from previous Business Meeting:

Action Point 1. Insurance Cover – JB carried forward till next meeting.

AP2.
BB assumed to have passed on details of SBMI to KM.

AP3
JB has circulated Moray Firth proposal

AP4
JB received Scoter research proposal from NR

AP5
JB circulated copies of HLF bid summaries by e mail.

AP6
KB has had little feedback on project summaries.

AP7
NR well received at Wood fuel meeting.

AP8
Risk Assessment form

AP9
Some feedback from project leads on RA form

AP10
TS - Did not receive a revised RA form from DG but will act on this for next meeting.

3. Update by JB on project funding.

JB reported that funds available (for Highland-based projects) from the Heritage Lottery Fund would be £100K over 3 years.  She stated that 20 proposals had been submitted and that a response may be available by 1.5.07.  Initial indications for the CBG proposals were seen to be favourable.

KB suggested that a plan of action should be developed in order that projects were ‘ready to roll’ as soon as the confirmation of funding is received.  There were some concerns from members that there would perhaps be too much paperwork or preparation to work through in time to get started by May in which case some projects may have to be put off till the next year since funds were available over a 3 year period.  DG stressed that reports etc. would not be necessary at this stage and emphasized the need to have plans to set projects in motion as soon as confirmation of funding is received.  DG reminded members of the reserve project list.  He asked JB if she thought there would be a chance to substitute any project from the reserve list.  JB thought that there would.

TS alerted the group to the fact that ML seemed to be involved in many projects.  DG made a plea to members to provide support in any shape or form if possible.  DS reminded the group that SNH has offered to provide admin support.

4. Guardians of Biodiverse sites in Caithness.

AS brought what he felt to be an ironic situation to the attention of the group at the last meeting.  He felt that where the group was involved in taking forward projects to further biodiversity in Caithness the planning process appeared not to be taking account of biodiversity issues when considering new developments.  He wished to give this topic another airing in the hope that previous discussion may have sparked some ideas. 

JB stated that Highland Council were looking at ways in which they can fulfill their responsibilities under NCSA.  JB stated that HC were looking at employing ecologists in order to inform the planning process but stated that this would possibly be some way in the future but in the meantime HC would rely on SNH and SEPA for advice.

DS suggested that LAs could use a check list as a ‘filter’.  He provided an example used by Test Valley Borough Council.  AS asked if SNH would be able to accommodate working with this if a biodiversity interest was flagged up on a non designated site.  DS thought that they could.

KB warned that the group should be careful not to try to fill too many roles.  DG felt that advising HC was not the role of the group but if HC made an approach to the group then this would be different.

It was generally felt that the group might suggest that local planners should consult the CLBAP to inform their decisions in the future. It was also suggested that the report which would result from the Special Biodiverse Sites Project would also be an invaluable tool for planners.

JB stated that Jonathan Willet was working on material for use within HC.  AS reported that he was aware of advice and guidance documents being planned by SEPA and LA working groups for future use.

5. Publicity:

DG mentioned that there were opportunities for publicising the group’s work and it would be helpful if the group had someone responsible for organizing this.  It was suggested that Marina Swanson was setting this up and that perhaps discussion on this should wait until she returns to work.  TS stated that this would be a mammoth task and that MS should only act as a coordinator.  It was agreed that this item should wait until MS returns.

6. Vacancy:
DG reminded the group that the group still required a General Secretary.

7. Reminder:
Scottish Biodiversity Week:  19th – 27th May. 

