CAITHNESS BIODIVERSITY GROUP

Annual General Meeting held on 16TH March 2011 at 7pm  The Pentland Hotel, Thurso

DRAFT M I N U T E S

Present:

David Glass (DG) chairman, David King, Graeme Findlay (GF),  Phyllida Sayles(PS) ,Tony Bradford (TB), Ken Butler (KB) , Mary Legg(ML), Janet Bromham (JB), Dieter Tuerlinckx TD,  Dave Jones, Norrie Russell, Karen Bell, Marina Swanson, Angus McBay, Paul Castle, Emma Summers 
Apologies – Chris Hobson, Kathleen McDougal, Karen Reid. Donald Omand
1. Approval of Minutes 8th March 2010
1.1 Approved. proposer:-Deiter Tuerlinckx, seconded:-Tony Bradford.

2. Matters Arising
None

3.  Chairman’s report
The Chairman delivered his report for 2010. 

There had been fewer new projects begun in 2010, but several good projects were continuing. 
Salmonberry Control Project:- there were three components of this project, the control, public awareness raising by issuing a leaflet and surveying . DT and Neil Macleod were continuing to work on this project, but the work has already shown that it is a widespread problem.
Dunbeath Harmonies had been a successful public event , but in spite of much hard work, the turnout was disappointing.

The Bat postcard is in preparation. 

The Horticultural Therapy project, now called ‘Planting the Future’ is a complex project but will be of value and will involve people of all abilities in the propagation of native plants and trees .

Thurso Riverside . This had begun as a biodiversity project but many bodies showed interest, particularly to do with public access. It has been difficult to find all the landowners along the riverside, but it is hoped that the project will begin on one part of the riverside.
Great Yellow Bumblebee Project We continue to work with the Bumblebee Conservation Trust, monitoring and recording 15 sites in Caithness.

Roadside Verges and Grassland Management, these are two related projects that are under development. 

We created the Project Sub group to allow members more time for detailed discussion of projects that was not possible in the whole group, chaired by David King.

The Caithness Biodiversity Group is represented on the following bodies:-

· LEADER

· CAITHNESS ENVIRONMENT FORUM

· HIGHLAND BIODIVERSITY PARTNERSHIP

· Highalnd Invasive Species Group

· Wild North Steering Group

· Steering Group for Species Action Framework: GYB

During 2010, members helped to survey Newton Hill croft, the development site at Wick airport was visited and advice given to the Bank Row memorial garden. 

Membership of CBG is stable.

The Chairman thanked Ken Butler for his work as our Project Officer, Mary Legg as treasurer, Phyllida Sayles as secretary, David King as the vie-Chair,  and Janet Bromham for her support throughout the year.

4. Treasurer's report

Mary Legg presented the report and accounts for the year. We have a balance of £1161.50, of which £146.32 is from the sale of tea towels; 0.36 from interest and £130.68 is money left over from the Dunbeath harmonies event.  Our balance shows a slight increase on the previous year.
The report was proposed by Ken Butler, seconded Marina Swanson.  Treasurers report accepted.

5  Election of Office bearers

Chairman: Nominated -   David King ; Proposer-  Phyllida Sayles, seconded;Tony Bradford
Vice Chairman: left vacant
Treasurer:  Nominated - Mary Legg ; Proposer Marina Swanson, seconded Ken Butler
Project Officer: Nominated - Ken Butler ; proposer Dieter Tuerlinckx, seconded Mary Legg
Secretary –Nominated Phyllida Sayles ; Proposer Tony Bradford, seconded Paul Castle
These officers were duly accepted by the meeting. 

5 AOCB

None

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

