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SUTHERLAND PARTNERSHIP BIODIVERSITY GROUP

Minute of the meeting of Tuesday 28 August 2007 at 1400 in the Nip Inn, Lairg.

1. Attendance
	Present
	

	William Sutherland (Chairman)
	Sutherland Partnership

	Ian Evans
	

	Andy Summers
	Highland Council Countryside Ranger

	Paul Castle
	Highland Council Countryside Ranger

	Janet Bromham
	Highland Council Biodiversity Officer

	Heather Jackson
	SEPA

	Ian Mitchell (Minutes)
	SNH

	Apologies
	

	Shona Marshall
	West Sutherland Fisheries Trust

	Steve Robertson
	North Highland Forest Trust

	Kenny Graham
	RSPB


2. Previous Minutes




Proposed : Paul Castle

                                                              

Seconded : Ian Evans

3. Matters Arising   

Marine Survey, £10,000 for an inter-tidal marine audit.      
There was a general feeling that this project was similar to previously discussed invertebrate projects but may be too focused on collecting data.  Andy thought that the involvement of local divers could be possible to record changes and William suggested there should be more community involvement in this project.  There was some discussion on funding this project and SNH and The Crown Estate were highlighted as possible funders.

Action point : Ian Evans to speak to the relevant people to see if the project can be trimmed back to reflect the comments at this meeting.

The action Point regarding the Muirburn Report has been passed to Jonathan Willet

4/6. Support Package

William introduced this item and Janet then explained the funding being proposed to address some LBAP groups’ lack of capacity.  Issues to address were the lack of information and a management sub-group has been established to try and get funds for provision of staff time, advice and insurance.  

A possible funding package of £2,000 per annum for three years is under discussion and this will come with a “menu” of eligible items of expenditure, e.g. training.

A possible route to buy training and insurance is via the Community Local Action Network (CLAN), however, insurance has now been arranged with Zurich Municipal.  Two important caveats come with the insurance:

(a) Volunteers are not insured to work above step ladder height ( ? m/? ft)
, and,

(b) volunteers are only insured to do tasks for which they are suited and have the appropriate skills.  This is to be assessed during a project risk assessment

Other issues discussed under these items: 

Expenses would be available for volunteers only.

The Landfill Fund is only available for physically doing conservation projects on the ground, it can include geodiversity projects but does not include interpretation or access projects.

Web page : a web page can be available on www.highlandbiodiversity.com where details of Meeting Minutes, Project details, etc., can be placed.       

Funders : Need to be aware of the requirement to use funders logos in all appropriate situations.

Project Initiation Document : Andy enquired about this (?)
 and William clarified what project information had been required by Janet and whether or not this had been received.    

WREN : Wester Ross Environmental Network, Ian Evans outlined opportunities for networking/liaison

Waxcap fungi : Ian Evans also advised that there may be a delay in starting/completing this project given  the poor health of the expert we propose to get to undertake this work. 

5. Scientific and Technical Advisory Group – priority species work
Janet introduced this item and explained that the Scientific & Technical Advisory Group (STAG) had identified around 20 local species of importance for projects and conservation action.  She then explained there were current contracts with lead partners to identify what projects are of both national and local (practical) importance.  The fact that birds and fish, especially salmon, were not included was raised by William but it was pointed out that Salmon were a SAC priority species but not a BAP priority species.  Ian Evans advised that SEPA record data on national BAP species within their water quality data.

7. Brora Beach Archaeology Dig.

A note form Kenny Graham was discussed and there was agreement that provided the site was restored correctly, this project was not of concern to the LBAP group.

8. BBC Wildlife Fund

William and Ian (Mitchell) introduced this item.

The BBC Wildlife Fund is a grant giving charity and was set up to distribute money raised by donations to help support projects protecting the world’s endangered wildlife.

The remit of the BBC Wildlife Fund is:

(1) to support projects that are working to protect endangered wildlife and biodiversity – animals, plants and the wild places they need,
(2) to help protect and improve the natural habitats that wildlife and humans share.
The more money that is donated, the greater the number of endangered species the Fund will be able to help.  Once the total amount raised from appeals in summer 2007 is known, the Fund will work with a wide range of wildlife charities to assess how and where the money can make the most difference.  The Fund will welcome grant applications from UK charities working in the UK (and internationally) to protect wildlife. 

9. SP Biodiversity Photo Collection

William was delighted to explain that the work on the collection was complete and handed out CDs of the collection in low resolution. High resolution images are available on request from William. Copyright issues were discussed and recipients of the CDs were asked to sign a note agreeing to the copyright conditions.  There was a general discussion about the conditions and locality of use and all agreed to keep William up to date about requests for photo use.

10. AOCB

William advised that there was to be a presentation by SEPA on 11th September in Ullapool.

Ian Mitchell reminded those present about a woodland activities day in Rosehall on 13th October and being organised by Rosehall & District Action Group with help from the EU funded ELAV Project.

Ian also suggested that it might be a good idea to have a joint meeting some time with our Caithness neighbours.  This was generally felt to be a good idea and would give the groups an opportunity to exchange ideas/experience. 

Action Point : William agreed to take the idea of a joint meeting forward and will discuss the idea with his counterpart in Caithness, David Glass.

11. DONM (& minute taking)
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, 21st November, 2007 in Lairg. 

Steve Robertson (NHFT) was appointed as minute secretary for this meeting in absentia.

Ian Mitchell

October 2007.
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