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DRAFT Minute WREN Spring Meeting, 2011 
26 January 2011, Achnasheen Village Hall, 10:20am - 13:30pm

Present: 

Meryl Carr (SNH), Kevin Ginty (Laide Wood), Kris Mackenzie (Strathcarron Centre & crofter), Les Bates (Croft 7 & Torridon), Janet Bromham (Highland Biodiverstiy Partnership), Hazel Bewes (Rowantree), Tom Forest (Wester Ross Alliance & Kinlochewe), Peter Cunningham (WRFT), Lindsey Duncan (Highland Council Countryside Ranger), Gunnar Scholtz (Scottish Mink Initiative)
Apologies: 

Alison McLennan, Douglas Gibson, Sue Scott, Liz Forest, James Merryweather (SLEF), Aaron Forsyth, Paul Bolton (NTS), Viv Halcrow, Duncan Donald. Alasdair MacDonald (Dundonnell)
1. After introductions, TF welcomed the new members to the group and attendees introduced themselves.
2. Matters arising
Library system for WREN equipment. Meryl explained how SNH at Kinlochewe office remains happy to host WREN’s equipment store. Please see WREN website for what can be borrowed. 
APS1 Actions for AF or LB to contact local business c/f from last meeting.

APS 2 TF to approach Kinlochewe PS to see if ‘Go Wild in Wester Ross’ poet can be identified.

3. Highland Biodiversity Forum report by JB

The theme of the meeting in early April was Marine Biodiversity and invited speakers talked about the Scottish Marine Act, Cetaceans in Moray Firth and West of Scotland and Sea search. James Merryweather introduced the 4 CDs he has available for individuals and groups: 

Sea Shore Plants and Animals (senior school – student level)

Ferns and Flowerless Plants

Rhododendron ponticum problems and control 

AP3 All copies of all CDs are available for FREE from Janet Bromham – please contact Highland Biodiversity to request. [JB / JM to insert more details here]
We were also told about the ‘Nature Detectives’ book produced by children of South Lodge Primary School, Invergordon for primary schools throughout the area. This was an excellent presentation by the children [JB more details please]

4. Rowantree Update.

HB provided an update of the Capacity Building Project, which aims to strengthen local biodiversity groups through training and support for grant application. The WREN leaflet, to distribute within the local area to raise awareness of the group, is nearly ready for printing.

5. WREN yearbook. 

TF provided an update on the Paypall Account system for purchasing copies of ‘Go Wild in Wester Ross’, which can now be purchased by mail order via the WREN website www.wr-en.co.uk .

6. WREN Account
LB reported that WREN has £5,195 in its account of which £2,000 is ring fenced for Yearbook related activity; the remainder a fund to support other WREN activity. 

Other possible sources of funding were discussed including the Scottish Sea Farms fund and Leader+. 

7. WREN Website

Having set up the Laide Wood (www.laidewood.org.uk ) and Wester Ross Fisheries Trust (www.wrft.org.uk ) websites, KG provided some interesting and valuable advice about websites, and offered to assist WREN with redeveloping the WREN website. 
?AP4 KG to look at existing site outline to WREN how best to redevelop the site [I’m not quite clear about this – please confirm what we agreed at the meeting]
 8. Forthcoming events
· Proposed WREN Rhoddie bashing day (21 May 2011)

LD explained that it had not been easy to locate a suitable place for this, having explored a number of sites with Julie Paton. Concerns included health and safety (e.g. roadside bushes), the appropriate size of the area to be tackled by volunteers, and possible disturbance of breeding birds). 

AP5 LD to explore further the possibility of working with SNH to carry out some work on the Loch Maree Islands. 

· Gairloch Wildlife Festival ‘Wild about Gairloch’, June 23rd – 27th  www.wildaboutgairloch.com/
Nicola Tallach had kindly offered to provide info about WREN at the West Coast Reducers www.westcoastreducers.co.uk/  stall at the festival market. 

AP6 TF to contact NT to thank her for this and agree what to display . . . . 

9. Project proposals

· Wild Herring Rediscovery Project
Following circulation of a project outline this was discussed by the group. Interest was expressed in both the archaeology side of this project, the possibilities of a herring boat visiting the area, and scientific work to learn more about herring still present in local waters including their spawning grounds and seasons. It was agreed that the proposal should be developed as a WREN project and that HB would assist with drafting an application to Leader+.
AP7 PC to develop further with HB. The aim of this project is for different groups to participate, carrying out different activities under the WREN umbrella and funding. Please contact PC at info@wrft.org.uk 01445 712 899 to discuss further if interested before the end of May.   
· WREN Autumn event, 23rd – 24th October

TF outlined how an event in partnership with a local estate could provide opportunities for members of the public to learn and experience more of traditional activities including deer stalking and biodiversity around the built environment. LB explained his interest in local food production and a possible autumn apple day based at Torridon Village Hall around the same time.

AP8 TF & LB to develop outline further, and investigate possible partner estate(s)

10. Scottish Mink Initiate
Gunnar Scholtz, who is based near Ullapool, outlined this new partnership project. Having 3 years experience of mink control in the Western Isles (where 7,500 traps were deployed), the challenge on mainland Scotland is a big one. Information can be found on http://www.watervolescotland.org/#/nw-highlands/4534491669 ; a new project website will be developed shortly. Gunnar will initially focus on areas: Ullapool to Dingwall; Durness to Ledmore; Cromarty, Ness and Beauly
AP9 Gunnar would like to hear from anyone interested and able to help with mink monitoring and control in the northern part of the WREN area. gunnar@rafts.org.uk . 
11. AOB
MC told us about the Biodiversity photo competition in Biodiversity Week, 21st – 29th May. For more info please go to  http://www.snh.gov.uk/protecting-scotlands-nature/biodiversity-scotland/biodiversity-week/about-scottish-biodiversity-week/
[Post meeting note: PC will lead annual Gairloch Wildlife Group ‘biodiversity challenge’ walks at Gairloch on Sunday 15th May,  leaving Flowerdale car park at 9:30am (shore and woodland) and 1:30 pm (stream, hill and loch). As ever an aim will be to record as many plants and animals (vertebrates) as possible. Possibly a snorkel in search of fish at lunchtime or following the hill walk . . . Please contact PC for more info. ]

And that was all I think . . . ?
Next meeting: 20th or 27th July: 
AP10 please contact the WREN Secretary info@wrft.org.uk  to state preference.  
[end]

