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On the 5 November in the Highlands Council 
Chambers in Inverness delegates and experts 
in the field will meet to discuss the challenges 
facing the Highland’s biodiversity with the 
uncertainties of climate change, as part of 
the United Nations International Year of 
Biodiversity.

From policymakers to crofters, foresters to tourist operators, 

fishermen to farmers, land managers to the news media; all have 

a vital interest in the profound implications of climate change on 

Scotland’s biodiversity, the world they live in, and from.

The Highlands International Biodiversity and Climate Change 

conference, part of the United Nations’ International Year of 

Biodiversity, is the forum to find the latest information about how 

climate change is affecting the unique habitats and resources of 

the Highlands and Islands, and learn about innovative solutions 

to enhance biodiversity under the pressure of climate change.

This conference is also an unparalleled opportunity to meet 

experts in both land and marine ecology and network with 

people from all walks of Highland life, passionate about 

maintaining Scotland’s unique biodiversity.

The event organised by the UN Associated Training Centre CIFAL 

Findhorn and supported by many local and national ecological 

organisations is set to put the Highlands on the map in what is 

thought to be a unique event to the area.

Our expert speakers are as diverse as the people who will be 

attending. They include our keynote speaker, Dr Bob Bloomfield, 

Head of Innovation and Special Projects at the Natural Hystory 

Museum, and Convener, International Year of Biodiversity, UK; Dr 

Salman Hussain of the Scottish Agricultural College addressing 

the economics of ecosystems and biodiversity; Laurie Bennett, 

Head of Strategy at Futerra presenting Futerra’s unique 

biodiversity branding strategy; Michael Leth Jess from the Danish 

Society for Nature Conservation sharing innovations from the 

European perspective. 

With active involvement from Scottish Government representa-

tives from the local to the national level and a full afternoon of 

workshops, this event, the first of its kind in the Highlands is not to 

be missed. The afternoon consists of four workshops on the sub-

jects of Biodiversity enhancing land use, Forest conservation and 

sustainable use, Marine and Coast and Engaging communities.

Limited spaces are available and anyone interested in joining the 

delegates should call CIFAL Findhorn on 01309 678130 in the 

first instance.

Notes to editors:

1.  About CIFAL Findhorn: The United Nations Institute for 

Training and Research (UNITAR) affiliated training center for 

Northern Europe, is a catalyst for developing and implementing 

sustainable solutions to the many challenges posed by climate 

change. Aimed at participants from both the public and private 

sectors, CIFAL Findhorn’s seminars and conferences offer 

practical solutions and innovative approaches to communicate, 

understand and act on the profound implications of climate 

change, as well as explore sustainable solutions for the future.

The Highlands International Biodiversity and Climate Change 

Conference is supported by the following organisations:  

Highland Council, Scottish Government, Veolia, Scottish Natural 

Heritage, Forestry Commission Scotland, Cairngorms National 

Park Authority, International Union for Conservation of Nature, 

British Trust for Conservation Volunteers, RSPB, Trees for Life, 

Highland Biodiversity Forum, Highland Environment Network, 

Skye and Lochalsh Environment Forum, Perth UHI centre for 

Mountain Studies, Marine Conservation Society, Moray Firth 

Partnership, Scottish Rural Property and Business Association, 

2020 vision, Crofters Commission and the Community 

Woodlands Association 
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